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INTRODUCTION 

By Dr. V. Raghavan 

The Tattvampadarthaikyafataka of Ramacandrendra 
Yogin presented here belongs to a collection of Advaita 
works associated with the Upanisad Brahma Matha at 
Kancl. The Matha takes its name after its founder 
Upanisad Brahmendra and the MSS. collection in this 
Matha contains a large number of works written by 
Upanisad Brahmendra himself. The most noteworthy 
among the writings of this Sannyasin are the com- 
mentaries on the one hundred and eight Upanisad-s; 
these have been published by the Adyar Library. The 
collection comprises also another set of works, including 
the one offered here, ascribed to a Ramacandrendra. 
Between these two sets of works, found in the names of 
Upanisad Brahmendra and Ramacandrendra, there is 
great similarity in thought, expression and terminology; 
one finds also recurrence of set concepts and phrases 
and an identical opening or closing formula of obei- 
sance : # TO I Both the 

writers describe themselves in identical phraseology as 
pupils of Vasudevendra. I have shown elsewhere 1 

1 Annals of Oriental Research , University of Madras, Vol. X, 
parti, Sanskrit section, my article “The Tattvasarigraha 
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that the two names refer to the same person and that 
it was Ramacandrendra who later, attained celebrity 
as Upanisad Brahman by reason of his systematic com- 
mentaries on the one hundred and eight Upanisad-s. 

In 1941, the Adyar Library published the com- 
mentary on the Bhagavad-glta by Upanisad Brahma 
Yogin. The colophon and the post-colophon verse 
here mention the author both as Ramacandrendra and 
as Upanisad Brahmendra and bear out the identity of 
the two. The editor of the present text published in the 

Adyar Library Bulletin (Vol. XIII, Parts 2-3, 1949), 

the Brahmasutrabhasyasiddhanta-sangraha of Upanisad 
Brahma Yogin with a tabular analysis of the same by 
Ramacandrendra, and observed in his preliminary note 
that the two names probably referred to the same 
person. Among the works in this corpus, there are 
many 1 which are mentioned in one MS. as the pro- 
duction of Ramacandrendra and in another as that of 
Upanisad Brahmendra. In the prefatory passages in 
Upanisad Brahmendra’s commentary on the first 
Upanisad, Isa , which recurs in a shorter form in the 

Ramayana of Ramabrahmananda ”, pp. 2-4. Also my paper on 
Upanisad Brahmendra and his contribution to music read at the 
18th All-India Oriental Conference, Annamalai University, 1955, 
and being printed in the Journal of the Music Academy , Madras, 
Vol. 27. 

1 e.g., the commentary on the Adhyatmaramayana : the MSS. of 
this in Adyar and the Matha at Kanci give Upanisad Brahman as 
the author while in the MS. of the Rdmagita section of it in the Govt. 
Oriental MSS. Library, Madras, the author is given as Rama- 
candrendra (R. 548). The Mahdvdkydrtharatnavali-prabhdlocana 
found in the Adyar MS. (34 G 14, Descriptive Catalogue IX, p. 391) 
as the work of Ramacandrendra is found against the name of 
Upanisad Brahmendra in the catalogue of the Ma$ha. 
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Kiranavali 1 2 3 and Prabhalocana 2 commentaries on the 
Mahavakyaratnavali , the Mahavakyaraindvali-prabha-locana 
is mentioned as an earlier work of the author ; in the same 
place, the Brahmapranava 3 and the Tripattattvaiiveka 4 5 6 
— mentioning Ramacandrendra as author — are spoken 
of as earlier works of Upanisad Brahman. In the com- 
mentary on the Tripadvibhuti-nardyanopanisad 6 again, 
Upanisad Brahman mentions the Mahavakyaratnavali - 
prabhalocana as his earlier work. In his songs, Upanisad 
Brahman subscribes himself as Ramacandrendra. 
In the biography of Upanisad Brahman, a fragment 
of which was published in Telugu 8 by a descendant 
of his, Upanisad Brahman is mentioned as another 
name of Ramacandrendra on the cover page. The 
succession list of the Matha itself which I secured from 

t 

the present incumbent there, Svami Istasiddhindra, 
confirms that the two names refer to the same indi- 
vidual. It may also be pointed out that while the 
Adyar MS. of the present text mentions Ramacand- 
rendra as the author, the MS. of this work in the Matha 
at Kanci 7 gives Upanisad Brahmendra as the author. 
Upanisad Brahmendra may be said to have lived 
in the middle and latter part of the 18th century a.d. 

1 of Upani$ad Brahman. 

2 of Ramacandrendra in the Adyar MS. but of Upanisad 
Brahman in the Kane! MS. 

3 Adyar, Descriptive Catalogue IX, No. 960. 

4 Madras Govt. Oriental MSS. Library, R. 4209 (a). 

5 Adyar edition Vaifnava Upani$ads , p. 90. 

6 Madras, 1896. 

7 MS. No. 237, copy in the New Catalogus Catalogorura 

Office, Madras University. 
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as the present incumbent of his Matha is the twelfth 
from him and it is believed that he was an elder 
contemporary of the famous South Indian music com- 
posers, Muttusvami Dlksita (1775-1835) and Tyagaraja 
(1767-1847). 

Upanisad Brahmendra was a follower of the 
Advaitic tradition of Sankara and all his philosophi- 
cal works — those relating to the Prasthanatraya and 
those that are of the form of minor Prakarana-s — 
expound the same school of thought. On the Saguna 
plane, he worshipped Pranava ( Omkara , Tara) and the 
deity Rama and was a believer in the practice of 
devotion expressing itself through the adoration of the 
Lord’s Name and fame with song, bhajana. As part of 
his sadhana and helping his manana , he wrote a number 
of long and short works, restating the fundamental 
tenets of Advaita. Without making any departure 
from the accepted basic standpoints, he worked out 
fresh or additional equations and elaborated the 
details of certain minor aspects in the framework of 
Advaitic thought. It would be worthwhile, consider- 
ing the large quantity and the interesting nature of his 
contribution, to make a full study of the philosophy 
of Upanisad Brahman. 

The inter-relation of Pranava and its component 
syllables with the states of the Atman is already seen in 
the major and minor Upanisad-s, e.g., Mandukya and 
Nadabindu . Following this line, Upanisad Brahman 
links not only the phases of Advaitic ontology and 
cosmology, but even sections of Vedantic texts like the 
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Brahma Sutras and the Gita with Pranava and the Great 
Affirmation ( Mahavakya ) Tat Tvam Asi. The three 
sections of six chapters into which the Gita falls are 
thus pointed out as representing the three parts of the 
Great Affirmation, Tvam and Tat , the universe and the 
Brahman, and their identity. In the Brahmasutrabhasya- 
siddhantasahgraha , he equates the four chapters of the 
Brahma Sutra-s with the four components of Omkara , 
a , u , m, and the further subtle half mora> and relates 
these again to the Yogic concepts, Nada y Bindu , etc. 

In the text that is offered in the following pages, 

the TattvampaddrthaikyaSataka , the author works out the 

details of Advaitic ontology and cosmology with a 

view to help the understanding of the full import of the 

Great Affirmation, “ That Thou Art ” ( Tat Tvam Asi)> 

of how the one sole cause, Brahman, manifests itself as 

individual souls and the universe and how one is to 

contemplate and realize the unity of these. The 

Mahavakya , Tat Tvam Asi, has been made the subject 

of short Prakarana-s, some of which are ascribed to 

Sankara himself, e.g., the Vakyavrtti and the Tattvo- 

padesa. The cosmological aspect has been expounded 

also in the texts entitled Pahcikarana and Pahcikarana - 

* • 

vdrttika, ascribed respectively to Sankara and his pupil 
SureSvara. The metaphysical aspect with special 
reference to the meaning of the Mahavakya has of 
course been dealt with in many treatises of the School. 
The special feature of this century of verses by Upa- 
nisad Brahman on the identity of the Object and 
Subject, Tvam and Tat y is the explication, step by step, 
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of the ontological and cosmological aspects of Brahman, 
Maya, the three Guna-s, etc., as correlated with the 
aspects of the Personal God. In the accompanying 
table the whole scheme, in general, can be seen at a 
glance. 

The author sets this forth briefly in his commen- 
tary on the Nrsimhottaratapini Upanisad also (see pp. 226- 
234, 238-244, 250, 303, 304, Adyar edition Vaisnava 
Upanisad-s). In some other Prakarana-s of his, the 
author reverts to this subject to dwell on it at greater 
length, e.g., the B'ahmapranavadipika (Adyar, 34 D 16, 
Descriptive Catalogue IX, No. 960). Reference may be 
made also to the texts already mentioned as containing 
this kind of treatment, the Mandukya and Nadabindu 
Upanisad-s and the Pancikarana and the Varttika thereon. 
The classifications of the Samasti aspect of Brahman, he 
follows in his devotional music compositions also. 

The text as presented here is based on three MSS., 
one belonging to the Adyar Library, and two kindly 
lent by the Madras Govt. Oriental MSS. Library. 

It is to be hoped that it will be possible for the 
Adyar Library to publish in due course the numerous 
other minor works of Upanisad Brahmendra. 
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